


Black History Month
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Black History Month is celebrated each year in October. It is a 
chance to celebrate the achievements of Black people in the past 
and present. 

Did You Know…?
In the USA, Black History Month is celebrated in February each 
year.

It is celebrated in schools, museums, universities and lots of other 
places. People learn about important Black people and the impact 
they have had on society. 

Black History Month was first celebrated in the UK in the 1980s.
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Why Do We Have Black History 
Month?
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Black people have been an important part of society for a long time. Even 
though many Black people have achieved important things, they weren’t 
often mentioned in history books, television shows about the past or even 
in school history lessons. 

Do you know who any of these people are?

This meant that lots of people didn’t know about all the amazing things 
that they had done. We have Black History Month so that people can 
learn about the important achievements of those people.

Ignatius 
Sancho

Mary 
Seacole

Nelson 
Mandela

Katherine 
Johnson
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Racism
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Racism has meant that the achievements of Black people in history have 
often not been recognised. Racism is when a person is treated unfairly or 
wrongly because of parts of their cultural identity or characteristics.

Examples of racism in the past include:

• In the USA, Black people used to have to 
sit at the back of buses and give up their 
seats if a White person wanted their seat;

• In South Africa, Black people could only 
live in certain places, often without 
electricity or running water;

• In the UK, some people wouldn’t rent 
houses or rooms to Black people.
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How Did Black History Month 
Start?
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In 1875, Carter G Woodson was born in the USA. Because of the 
racism he experienced, Carter didn’t have many opportunities to 
have an education or a well-paid job. However, he eventually 
managed to go to one of the top universities in the USA.

He noticed that there was almost 
no mention of Black people in 
history books and wanted to 

change this. In 1926, he 
announced the first ever Black 
History Month. Carter became 
known as the ‘Father of Black 

History’.
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Significant Black People
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Here are just some of the people you might learn about during Black History Month.

Malcolm X was a leader in the USA 
who campaigned for Black people to be 
treated equally. 

Tessa Sanderson is a British 
athlete who took part in six 
Olympic Games. She won a gold 
medal at the 1984 Olympics.
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Competition!



The Task: 

•  To create an informative and engaging fact 

file/poster about any important and 

influential black figure- both historical and 

modern.

• This could be a famous athlete, politician, 

leader, scientist, astronaut, activist- anybody 

who has made an impact! 



Some examples: 

Rosa Parks Mae Jemison Barack Obama Tessa 
Sanderson

Nelson Mandela  Katherine 
Johnson  

Can you think of any 
other examples? 



You can either collect a fact 

file from Miss Daniels or you 

can design and create your 

own layout.



Examples:



The deadline is: 

Wednesday 22nd October

Please give your fact files to Miss 

Daniels ☺



There will be a small prize for all 

children who make a fact file and a 

bigger prize for an overall winner of the 

competition.
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